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What methods were used? 
With the help of Dan Sepis and SORALO colleagues, 
over 50 semi-structured interviews were conducted in 
English or Maa with Olkiramatian and Shompole 
community members (youth, women, elders), local 
leaders, and ecotourism operators between May and 
August 2017.  

Research questions 
What do the words ‘conservation’ and erematare mean to Maasai pastoralists? 
How is land used and governed, and what ecological effects does this have? 
How do Maasai pastoralists relate to wildlife, and feel about the costs and benefits 
associated with living in close proximity to wildlife (‘doing conservation’)? 
What role has SORALO played in supporting both conservation and pastoralism in 
these communities?

What was learned? 
1. ‘Conservation’ is defined as a place for wildlife and for tourists to 
visit, it is tied to the idea of a conservancy — erematare on the other 
hand was a ‘wide term’ meaning care and management of people, 
land, livestock, and wildlife 

2. The three zone land management system in place is working well 
for people, livestock, and wildlife species, and can be understood 
through erematare as a healthy social-ecological system 

3. For more people, the perceived ‘costs’ of living with wildlife (e.g. 
crop raiding, livestock predation, human injury) outweigh the 
‘benefits’ from employment in tourism of conservation fees, but 
‘conservation’ is still worth ‘the little milk’ 

4. SORALO has undoubtedly played a pivotal role in forwarding 
pastoralist agendas and keeping landscapes intact for livestock and 
wildlife both, but the purpose and programming of the organization 
is not well understood by community members 
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“Recognizing the compatibility of raising livestock and 
protecting wildlife within a single governance system means 
caring for livestock, advocating for ecosystem connectivity 

through communal or cooperative tenure, and supporting 
adaptive pastoral management of land to secure sustainable 

and productive futures” (p. 83)


